Today’s tochnit was all about the 1967 six day war. The chanichim experienced what happened through some skits, and at night had a carnival celebrating our victory. During the six day war many holy places were recaptured and transferred to Israeli control (such as Chevron, East Jerusalem and of course the Kotel and Har Habayit), so in today’s the chanichim learned about “Kedushat Hamakom”.
The main goals of the shiur were to lead the chanichim to an understanding of the concept of “designated areas”, extend that understanding to kedushat hamakom, and finally briefly touch on some actual halachot relevant to going up to makom hamikdash today.
In order to trigger discussion of the aforementioned ideas, the different shiur teachers used some different approaches. Some teachers printed out photos of certain places, and asked the chanichim what is done at each place; if you’ve never been to that place, how do you know what it’s for? Some teachers created a scavenger hunt with clues such as “the place where we daven” and “the place where we swim” in order to create associations between a place and what we do there.

Afterwards the chanichim were shown a few psukim in Sefer Devarim (12; 2-7) commanding bnei yisrael to destroy all places of idol worship. In pasuk daled it says “you shall not do so to the Lord your G-d”. According to Rashi’s question and answers, it is unclear what it is we are prohibited from doing. One of Rashi’s answers is that we are forbidden from bringing korbanot in just any place; we are only allowed to bring korbanot on Har Habayit.

The chanichim were then encouraged to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of having a designated place of worship. Perhaps the bringing of korbanot has a more special feel because they can only be brought in the place designated specifically for them; the place where everything is designed for exactly that purpose. On the other hand, if the bringing of korbanot was allowed anywhere, perhaps it would be done more often, because it could be done far more easily.

It was then explained to the chanichim that the designation of Har Habayit as the place for the Bet Mikdash generates kedushat hamakom , and that we therefore have certain actions that we must perform before we can go up to Har Habayit.

For an example, the third perek of Sefer Shemot was examined. In this perek, Moshe arrives at a holy place and is instructed to remove his shoes. This is, of course, because we must act differently in holy places. The chaninchim were then shown how this is true even today. For example, we are only allowed to go up to har habayit for a “dvar mitzvah” (it is not clear exactly what the specific guidelines of a dvar mitzvah are though). Also, the Rambam says that one may not go up “bena’al, bamakel” (most likely referring to a manner rather than an actual form of dress).
In order to wrap up the shiur, the issue of how one should act in a beit Knesset was discussed. Should we act differently in a beit Knesset than in other places? Since a beit Knesset has some holiness, the answer would be yes. There are even some Camp Stone rules that reflect that we should, such as no wearing of shorts, and other rules concerning dress and behavior.

