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Shiur #1- Kibbutz Galuyot: The Ingathering of All Jews 


Source #1
קבוץ גליות:
תְּקַע בְּשׁופָר גָּדול לְחֵרוּתֵנוּ. וְשא נֵס לְקַבֵּץ גָּלֻיּותֵינוּ. וְקַבְּצֵנוּ יַחַד מֵאַרְבַּע כַּנְפות הָאָרֶץ. בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה ה', מְקַבֵּץ נִדְחֵי עַמּו יִשרָאֵל:
Source#2
דברים פרק ל 

(ב) וְשַׁבְתָּ עַד יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ וְשָׁמַעְתָּ בְקֹלוֹ כְּכֹל אֲשֶׁר אָנֹכִי מְצַוְּךָ הַיּוֹם אַתָּה וּבָנֶיךָ בְּכָל לְבָבְךָ וּבְכָל נַפְשֶׁךָ:

(ג) וְשָׁב יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ אֶת שְׁבוּתְךָ וְרִחֲמֶךָ וְשָׁב וְקִבֶּצְךָ מִכָּל הָעַמִּים אֲשֶׁר הֱפִיצְךָ יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ שָׁמָּה:

(ד) אִם יִהְיֶה נִדַּחֲךָ בִּקְצֵה הַשָּׁמָיִם מִשָּׁם יְקַבֶּצְךָ יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ וּמִשָּׁם יִקָּחֶךָ:

(ה) וֶהֱבִיאֲךָ יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֶיךָ אֶל הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר יָרְשׁוּ אֲבֹתֶיךָ וִירִשְׁתָּהּ וְהֵיטִבְךָ וְהִרְבְּךָ מֵאֲבֹתֶיךָ:

Source #3

רש"י דברים פרק ל 
(ג) ושב ה' אלהיך את שבותך - היה לו לכתוב והשיב את שבותך, רבותינו למדו מכאן שהשכינה כביכול שרויה עם ישראל בצרת גלותם, וכשנגאלין הכתיב גאולה לעצמו, שהוא ישוב עמהם.
Source #4
ישעיהו פרק כז 
(יג) וְהָיָה בַּיּוֹם הַהוּא יִתָּקַע בְּשׁוֹפָר גָּדוֹל וּבָאוּ הָאֹבְדִים בְּאֶרֶץ אַשּׁוּר וְהַנִּדָּחִים בְּאֶרֶץ מִצְרָיִם וְהִשְׁתַּחֲווּ לַיקֹוָק בְּהַר הַקֹּדֶשׁ בִּירוּשָׁלִָם:
Source #5
מצודת דוד ישעיהו פרק כז 
(יג) יתקע בשופר גדול - הוא ענין משל לומר כולם יתקבצו ויבואו כאלו תקעו בשופר גדול להשמיע הקול בכל העולם להתקבץ ולבוא:

Sound the great shofar for our freedom and raise a banner together in our exiles, and gather us together from the four corners of the earth. Blessed are you G-d, who gather the scattered ones of his people of Israel
2 [When] you return to Hashem your G-d, and you and your children listen to his voice with all your heart and all your soul, like I am asking of you today, 3 Then Hashem your G-d will return your fortunes and take you back in love. He will gather you together again from amongst all the peoples where Hashem as scattered you. 
4 Even if your captives are at the ends of the world, from there Hashem with gather you and from there He will fetch you. 
5 And Hashem your G-d will bring you to the land that your father possessed, and you shall possess it, and he will make you more prosperous and more numerous then your fathers. 
“Hashem will return your captives”- The verse should have written “Hashem will perform the retuning of your captives” but it did not and from here our Rabbis teach us that Hashem was together with the Jewish people in exile and so He also will have to return to Israel with the Jewish people.  

13 and on that day a great shofar will be sounded, and those who are stranded in the land of Asyria and the expelled who are in the land of Egypt shall come and worship Hashem on the Temple mount in Yerushalayim. 
“A great shofar will be sounded”- This is a parable which means that all the Jewish people from the entire world will come and gather together when they hear the sound of the loud shofar blast. 
1. Overview
· The chanichim should be introduced to the Tochnit of the summer: Moshevet Kibbutz Galuyot which will explore the ethnic diversity that is so much a part of Israel's society, affecting all aspects of its cultural, religious and political life. We will begin by tracing the various waves of immigration from DP camps and from other countries around the world. The various Jews that flocked to Israel before, during, and immediately after the War of Independence made Kibbutz Galuyot seem like a living reality.    
· The chanichim should become familiar with the many meanings of the words Kibbutz Galuyot as they are used in the Torah, our daily tefilot, and throughout Jewish History. In particular, highlight the usage of Kibbutz Galuyot in the Israel’s declaration of independence. 

2. Core Concepts to Explore

Questions for discussion: 

· Is the state of Israel a safe haven for all types of Jews?

· Does the existence of the state of Israel bring greater unity or disunity to the Jewish people? 

Information to help answer the questions: 

· The essence of Israel's development has been aliyah, the immigration of Jews from dozens of countries on every continent speaking over 100 different languages.
· Most recently they have come from the former Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and Ethiopia. Since 1990 alone over 700,000 immigrants have reached Israel from the former Soviet Union. In May 1991 the largest number of newcomers to reach Israel in one day was recorded when 14,000 Ethiopian Jews were airlifted to the country during Operation Solomon.
· Ethnic diversity is very much a part of Israel's society, affecting all aspects of its cultural, religious and political life. After half a century of independence, the various immigrant groups that make up Israel's society are aspiring to agree on their commitment to the state's essential values: a Jewish state in its ancient homeland, democratic governance, ongoing immigration and the attainment of peace with its neighbors. together with this, 
3. How to get started—A trigger! 

Being that this is the first shiur, you should spend a few minutes getting to know the kids and giving them a chance to get to know you before you begin. Developing relationships with the kids is very important; we are not just delivering the shiurim and sending the kids off. You will have the opportunity to work with your kids during davening, as a machlif, on the lina, etc. In addition, we must recognize that in shiur we are not just delivering information, we are creating an environment. You may want to begin by playing a couple of ice breakers with the kids. Use one of the games that you learned from Jim Cain in order to introduce yourself to the chanichim in your shiur. 

Suggested ice breaker/ game/trigger: 

Ask the chanichim a series of questions about yourself and allow them to answer the questions and to create a series of assumptions about you. THEN dispel all the mistaken assumptions and teach the lesson that we often assume so much during our first impressions of people and that it is always important to not judge people immediately. Once you’ve loosened up and gotten to know each other, spend a few minutes explaining to the kids what this is about. There was a study performed called “7/11” which determined that during the first 7 seconds that you meet a person you make 11 assumptions about that person. It is so important to be aware of how we judge/ misjudge people in our lives. This game is also a great way to create a comfortable relationship with your chanichim. 

Some sample questions: (you can think of better ones) 

· What am I going to do when I grow up? 

· What is my favorite hobby? 

· Would I rather play in snow during the winter or sand in the summer? 

· How many siblings do I have? 

4. Mekorot Explained 

· SOURCE #1: This is the 10th Beracha of the Shemoneh Esrei! This is something that the kids say three times a day without thinking about. Make them think about it. Translate word for word and discuss how this relates to the ingathering of exiles that is going on today in Israel. Make sure to point out that the title of this beracha is Kibbutz Galuyot, which is the origin of the name for our Tochnit this summer! 
· SOURCE #2 The content of the beracha of Kibbutz Galuyot originates from these psukim in the Torah. Discuss the links between source 1 and source 2. Point out that the ingathering of the exiles is dependent upon the Jewish people following the Torah and all its dictates. 
· SOURCE #3 This source explains that Hashem is with the Jewish people wherever we are. This should be understood on an individual level, meaning that if we are sad then Hashem is sad, if we are happy then Hashem is happy, and on a communal level, meaning that when the Jewish people are in exile Hashem is there with us. Hence, the ingathering of the exiles is not only a return of the Jewish people to their land but also a return of the Divine Presence to Her resting place, the holy land of Israel. 
· SOURCE #4 +5 This verse conjures up the image of the great Shofar which will be the mechanism that I used in the times of the Messiah, to gather together all of the Jewish people who are scattered across the entire world (think how many places chabad is in—it is going to have to be a very loud shofar blast ;)
· SOURCE #6 This is the declaration of independence. Point out the words Kibbutz Galuyot and discuss how the state of Israel has become a home for all Jews, a place of ingathering. 
5. Conclusion

Discuss with your chanichim about the opening tochnit. What was their favorite part? What did they think was going on? Explain to them how the various components of opening tochnit fit together and how they serves to introduce tochnit for the summer. 
