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Shiur #2-Sefer Ezra-Nechemia: The Most Relevant Sefer in Nach 
Mekorot

Source #1
תלמוד בבלי מסכת מגילה דף יד עמוד א 
הרבה נביאים עמדו להם לישראל, כפלים כיוצאי מצרים, אלא, נבואה שהוצרכה לדורות - נכתבה, ושלא הוצרכה - לא נכתבה 

Source#2
עזרא פרק א 
(א) וּבִשְׁנַת אַחַת לְכוֹרֶשׁ מֶלֶךְ פָּרַס לִכְלוֹת דְּבַר יְקֹוָק מִפִּי יִרְמְיָה הֵעִיר יְקֹוָק אֶת רוּחַ כֹּרֶשׁ מֶלֶךְ פָּרַס וַיַּעֲבֶר קוֹל בְּכָל מַלְכוּתוֹ וְגַם בְּמִכְתָּב לֵאמֹר:

(ב) כֹּה אָמַר כֹּרֶשׁ מֶלֶךְ פָּרַס כֹּל מַמְלְכוֹת הָאָרֶץ נָתַן לִי יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֵי הַשָּׁמָיִם וְהוּא פָקַד עָלַי לִבְנוֹת לוֹ בַיִת בִּירוּשָׁלִַם אֲשֶׁר בִּיהוּדָה:

(ג) מִי בָכֶם מִכָּל עַמּוֹ יְהִי אֱלֹהָיו עִמּוֹ וְיַעַל לִירוּשָׁלִַם אֲשֶׁר בִּיהוּדָה וְיִבֶן אֶת בֵּית יְקֹוָק אֱלֹהֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל הוּא הָאֱלֹהִים אֲשֶׁר בִּירוּשָׁלִָם:

(ד) וְכָל הַנִּשְׁאָר מִכָּל הַמְּקֹמוֹת אֲשֶׁר הוּא גָר שָׁם יְנַשְּׂאוּהוּ אַנְשֵׁי מְקֹמוֹ בְּכֶסֶף וּבְזָהָב וּבִרְכוּשׁ וּבִבְהֵמָה עִם הַנְּדָבָה לְבֵית הָאֱלֹהִים אֲשֶׁר בִּירוּשָׁלִָם:
(ה) וַיָּקוּמוּ רָאשֵׁי הָאָבוֹת לִיהוּדָה וּבִנְיָמִן וְהַכֹּהֲנִים וְהַלְוִיִּם לְכֹל הֵעִיר הָאֱלֹהִים אֶת רוּחוֹ לַעֲלוֹת לִבְנוֹת אֶת בֵּית יְקֹוָק אֲשֶׁר בִּירוּשָׁלִָם:

(ו) וְכָל סְבִיבֹתֵיהֶם חִזְּקוּ בִידֵיהֶם בִּכְלֵי כֶסֶף בַּזָּהָב בָּרְכוּשׁ וּבַבְּהֵמָה וּבַמִּגְדָּנוֹת לְבַד עַל כָּל הִתְנַדֵּב: ס
Source #3
רש"י עזרא פרק א 
(ג) מי בכם - כך היה מכריז וכותב לכל הממלכות מי בכם מכל עמו של הקב"ה יהי הקב"ה בעזרו ויעלה לבנות ביתו אשר בירושלים:
Source #4
תהלים פרק קמו פסוק ג 
אַל תִּבְטְחוּ בִנְדִיבִים בְּבֶן אָדָם שֶׁאֵין לוֹ תְשׁוּעָה: 

Source #5
רד"ק תהלים פרק קמו פסוק ג 
(ג) בבן אדם שאין לו תשועה, שאם לא ברצון האל יתברך, אין ביד האדם להושיע חבירו מצרתו, כי לה' לבדו התשועה, והוא יסובבנה על ידי בני אדם, כמו שסיבב תשועת גלות בבל ע"י כורש

The Jewish people have had many prophets, as many as the amount of people who left Egypt. The words of the prophets that are needed/ relevant for all generations were written down, and the words of the prophets that were not needed/relevant were not written down 
1) in the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of G-d spoken by Yermiyahu was fulfilled, G-d roused the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia to issue a proclamation throughout his realm by word of mouth and in writing as follows: 2) “thus said King Cyrus of Persia: the G-d the ruler of heavens has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and has charged me with Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3) Anyone of you who are His people—may G-d be with you—may go up to Yerushalayim, which is in Judah, and build the house of the G-d of Israel, the G-d that dwells in Yerushalayim. 4) and all who stay behind [and do not go to Israel], wherever they may be living,  may assist those do ascend with silver, gold, goods, and livestock, in addition to the voluntary offerings in the house of G-d in Yerushalayim.” 5) and so the leaders of the families of Yehuda and Binyamin, and the priests and Levites, all those whose spirit was aroused by G-d, got ready to go up and build the house of G-d that is in Yerushalayim. 6) All their neighbors [who did not got to Israel] supported them with silver vessels, with gold, with goods, and livestock, and with precious objects, in addition to the voluntary offerings.  
“Those among you”- This is what was announced and written to all of the lands: “anyone from the nation of Hashem, Hashem will help you and you should ascend to help build Hashem’s house/ temple, which is in Yerushalayim. 
Do not put your trust great dignitaries, nor in human beings, both of which cannot provide salvation. 
“With man kind there is no salvation”- If the matter is not the will of G-d, Blessed Be He, then man does not have the capacity to save his friend from his troubles. Because Hashem alone saves, and goes about doing this through human beings, just like G-d directed the salvation of the Jewish people from Babylonia through the intermediary of Koresh.  
1. Overview
· The chanichim should be introduced to the last (before the contemporary one) Kibbutz Galuyot that occurred during the time of the second Beit HaMikdash, through the leadership of Ezra and Nechemia. 

· The various lessons and challenges covered in Sefer Ezra-Nechemya, will serve as a historical parallel to our current, modern ingathering of the exiles.
2. Core Concepts to Explore

The Chanichim should be directed to make connections between the beginning of Sefer Ezra-Nechemia and our times. There are three particular connections that should be emphasized: 

1) Hashem’s hand in guiding history. 

2) Many Jews going safely to Eretz Yisroel at one time.

3) The role of Diaspora Jewry as supporting the Jews in Israel.  

3. How to get started—A trigger! 

Pose the question: “If you had to marry one person of the opposite gender from Tanach, who would it be and why?” Ask them to draw the character and make other people in the shiur guess who it is. 

This will get the Chanichim thinking about Tanach in a personally relevant way. After talking seriously and joking carefully about potential biblical spouses ask why the discussion feels strange? How do we relate to the figures in Tanach—are they ancient history or relevant role models? This discussion should flow naturally into the first source which discusses the contemporary relevance of Nach. 
4. Mekorot Explained 

· SOURCE #1: Chazal (Megilla 14a) teach that the Tanach only records lessons that are relevant for all generations, omitting that which is not relevant for all generations. What does this mean about Nach in general and what does it mean about Sefer Ezra-Nechemia in particular? How should we learn and understand Nach in light of this Gemara? 
· SOURCE #2 Read through the first few psukim of the Sefer and ask the kids to circle the connections between then and today. Then highlight the three connections above and discuss them.
· SOURCE #3 Koresh announced to all of the Jews of the world that they were free to come to their land and to build their Temple. How does this compare to the way that the message was conveyed to the Jewish people after the founding of the state of Israel. How are Jews today invited to move to Israel?  
· SOURCE #4+5 Hashem's Hand in History: How did Hashem use the King Cyrus and Darious as messengers for the prophetic Ingathering of Exiles?

5. Conclusion

The situation in Israel today is a fascinating parallel to the challenges facing Ezra and his colleagues when they had to reconstruct a Jewish society that had been ravaged by destruction and dispersion. Throughout the month the chanichim will study Sefer Ezra in depth and in doing so learn about Hashem’s hand in history, the nature of redemption, the issue of who is considered technically Jewish, and how Jews set up self government. We encourage you to continue thinking and engaging with this material throughout the summer in order to discover how our tochnit brings Sefer Ezra to life. 

