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Shiur #4- Tolerance of Fellow Jews  

Source #1

ויקרא פרק יט 

(יז) לא תשנא את אחיך בלבבך הוכח תוכיח את עמיתך ולא תשא עליו חטא:

(יח) לא תקם ולא תטר את בני עמך ואהבת לרעך כמוך אני יקוק:

Source#2

אבן עזרא ויקרא פרק יט פסוק יז

(יז) לא תשנא את אחיך הפך ואהבת לרעך (יח). והנה אלה המצות כולם נטועות בלב, ובהשמרם ישבו בארץ, כי על שנאת חנם חרב בית שני.
Source #3

משנה מסכת אבות פרק ד משנה א

בן זומא אומר איזהו חכם הלומד מכל אדם שנאמר (תהלים קי"ט) מכל מלמדי השכלתי … איזהו מכובד המכבד את הבריות שנאמר (שמואל א' ב') כי מכבדי אכבד ובוזי יקלו: 

17- You shall not hate your brother in your heart; you shall rebuke your fellow and do not bear a sin because of him. 

18- You shall not take revenge and you shall not bear a grudge against the membebrs of your people; you shall love your fellow as you love yourself. 
17- Do not hate your brother- This is the opposite of the mitzvah to love your fellow. These Mitzvot are ingrained in the heart and keeping them allows for the settlement of Eretz Yisroel, since it was due to baseless hatred that the second temple was destroyed. 
Ben Zoma said who is wise? One who learns from every person as it says “from ALL my teacher I grew wise.” Who is respectable? One who respects others as it says “Those who respect Me will be respected and those who scorn Me shall be degraded.”
3. How to get started—A trigger! 

Paper bag dramatics: Split the group into teams of 2-3, and give each team several random items, and a card with a different place that people have made aliyah from. Each team must prepare and present a short and funny skit about making aliyah from that place, using both the random items, and the facts provided about their place. In the skit, they should not tell the audience which place they got- the other chanichim have to guess. Points are awarded for creativity, humor and for guessing the right place for other teams’ skits. Use the following locations (cut out the cards at the end of this peulah to give them to each group): Yemen, Iraq, Ethiopia, Former Soviet Union, and Argentina.

(See attached sheet for these cards)

5. Conclusion

· Bring the discussion in modern times: 
A simplified retelling of Modern Kibbutz Galuyot:
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In a country called Yemen, people lived in small villages and were very poor. They had always wanted to move to Israel.  

They believed that like HaShem said in the Torah, they would be flown to Israel “On the wings of an eagle.” 

They had never seen an airplane.  When they finally saw one that was sent to take them to Israel, they thought that it was the eagle that HaShem had promised.
In Europe, there is a country called Russia.  For over 70 years, Russia was part of the Soviet Union.  In the Soviet Union, Jews were not allowed to show that they were Jewish.  Learning Torah or Hebrew was a crime!  Saying you wanted to go to Israel meant that you might go to jail.  Since they were refused permission to go to Israel, they were called REFUSENIKS.  Still, many Jews tried.  In the 1970's, about 140,000 Jews from the Soviet Union left for Israel.  Most Jews were not able to go until the 1990's, when over 1,000,000 Jews from Russia went to [image: image2.jpg]


Israel.

In Africa, there was a group of Jews in a country called Ethiopia who also lived in small poor villages.  They had never even seen a toilet in a house.  They had lived for many years without ever meeting Jews from other countries.  When Jews in other countries found that these Jews were alive in Africa, they sent airplanes to bring them to Israel. Most of this had to be in secret.

All kinds of Jews from all kinds of countries made aliyah to Israel.  They had black, brown, and white skin.  They were rich and poor.   Now they are all citizens of Israel. 

Jews have moved to Israel from all over the world.  There are Jews in Israel from the U.S., Canada, South Africa, South America and everywhere that there have been Jews.  Maybe one day you will live there, too. (
Timeline of Modern Kibbutz Galuyot: 
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Source: The Jewish Agency’s Department for Jewish Zionist Education http://www.jafi.org.il/education/100/TIME/index.html
1949: Operation Magic Carpet brings 45,000 out of 46,000 Yemenite Jews to Israel.

1952: Operation Ezra and Nechemia brings 150,000 Iraqi Jews to Israel

1984: Operation Moses- over a period of a few months, 8,000 Ethiopian Jews are flown from Khartoum [Sudan] to Europe and from there to Israel.

1991: Operation Solomon 14,000 people are flown to Israel in a procedure which took all of 48 hours and during which 7 babies were born. Following this mass rescue, 6,000 more Ethiopian Jews come on aliya.

1989-1991: Mass Aliya from the former Soviet Union begins. 700,000 Jews come to Israel. 

2003: Will you be the next piece of kibbutz galuyot in our time?

Cards for Zach Paper Bag Dramatics



Iraq


From 1950-1952, in “Operation Ezra and Nechemia” over 120,000 Iraqi Jews were brought to Israel


Two years before this began, there was a bloody two day pogrom against the Jewish community in Baghdad. In Iraq, from 1948, Zionism was a crime punishable by death.


Iraqi Jews were generally well-educated and wealthy, but they had to sell all of their property and close down their businesses to allow them to leave.





Argentina


Due to an economic collapse, more than 25,000 of Argentina’s Jews live below the poverty line


Before this, Argentina had a large and prosperous Jewish community of 230,000. 


Olim from Argentina are offered many free incentives to encourage them to move to Israel rather than somewhere else, like North America. Aliyah from Argentina quadrupled in 2002 from the previous year.





Ethiopia


The Ethiopian Jewish community is considered to be the remnants of one of the ten lost tribes


Practicing Judaism and learning Hebrew were outlawed in Ethiopia. Jews were frequently persecuted and used as scapegoats.


The Ethiopian Jews were brought to Israel in “Operation Moses” in 1984, which brought about 8,000 Ethiopians home,  and in “Operation Solomon” in 1991, which, in only 36 hours, brought 14,325 Ethiopians to Israel, using 34 planes flying non-stop





Yemen


The Yemenite Jews were very poor- they lived in simple huts. They had been persecuted by the government for hundreds of years.


When they saw the plane that was going to take them to Israel, the Yemenite Jews thought it was the eagle’s wings that Hashem promises to bring us back on.


Almost all of Yemen’s Jews left in an airlift that was called “Operation Magic Carpet”, in May 1949.





Former Soviet Union


Many olim from the former Soviet Union were well trained scientists, engineers, and intellectuals, and did not have a strong attachment to Yahadut.


For a long time, the Soviet government outlawed having any sort of connection to Israel, and those who did were thrown in jail. There were frequent outbursts of Antisemitism in the Former Soviet Union.


In the 1990s, immigration laws were changed, and hundreds of thousands of Jews were allowed to come to Israel- at a rate of about 1,400 per WEEK!








